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Holy Name of Mary CATHOLIC SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Holy Name of Mary Catholic School
161 Peel St 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1C8  
(519) 284-2170
                                       
Principal: Jennifer Keene                                                                       

Tuesday, February 3rd, 2026 5:30 PM (rescheduled from Tuesday, 20 January)
  Holy Name of Mary School Library

1. Welcome/Introduction and Prayer: Jennifer Keene

Catholic School Advisory Council Prayer: led by Chair Deanna Lowry

God, the source of every good gift,

Grant us Your Spirit to guide us in our responsibilities as a School Council.
May we work together in harmony for the common good;
May we listen to one another in a spirit of genuine respect;
May we encourage and reverence one another’s unique talents;
May we use the gifts of the Spirit in creative Christian leadership;
May we approach our decision-making through discernment and prayer;
May we respond effectively to the needs of the children in our care.
God of Love, May Your blessings radiate from us to others as we strive to do Your will,
We ask this through Jesus Christ, the Light of the World. Amen.


2. Call to Order & Recording of Attendance: Sarah Becker, Sarah Forbes, Michelle Jackman, Jennifer Keane, Jeff LeBlanc, Ashley Low, Deanna Lowry, Justine Robertson, Drew Shaule, Kaitlyn Spicer, Shawn Terpstra

3. Approval of Agenda: Drew Shaule, Shawn Terpstra

4. Approval of Minutes (from last meeting in September): Sarah Forbes, Deanna Lowry

5. Financial Report & Approval of Financial Report: Drew Shaule
· Donation to Ronald McDonald House and SickKids Hospital Foundation: $500 
· Lighting project under budget: $7,552
· Diggerland (SML): $745 (remainder of budgeted funds requested to purchase diggers)
· $400 classroom resources have been used by various teachers
· Portable speaker reimbursement: $799.99 processed
Volleyball posts reimbursement: $186 processed
· Christmas lunch: official banking receipts not yet received (total $617). Lunch fed 200+ students and adults; positive feedback received 
· Current balance: $15,801. After all budgeted spending, approximately $2,000 will remain. Ideally, funds should be spent before year-end
· Pizza funds: approximately $6,000. Recently used to purchase shovels and building blocks; will be used in the near future to purchase board games for indoor play

6. Principal’s Report & Business Arising from Report: Jennifer Keene
· Primary division applies to Grade 3; Junior division applies to Grade 6.
· Discussion on how the school is supporting students performing at Level 2.9. Many students are “happy clickers”; strategies include providing notebooks and requiring students to show their work before submitting responses. Over-reliance on computers is not proving helpful, particularly in math.
· Data indicates that boys are less engaged in reading and writing. Teachers are encouraged to provide choice rather than forcing binary options, to increase engagement.
· Staff were encouraged not to feel discouraged. Conversations with colleagues at other schools indicate that the school is in a strong position overall.
· A group of Grade 8 students has been formed as the FIAT Team.
· Very nice to have Father Joseph / Father Don come in; informal conversations (an array of topics covered) are very well received. These visits are meaningful for students and are valuable for building connections between Church and the school community. It was also noted that several current teachers, who are former pupils of the school, continue to have fond memories of these visits.
· The early years screening tool is administered twice annually from SK onward to identify potential learning gaps. While timing can be challenging, the Literacy Team will complete an additional third screening toward the end of the year.

· Grades 3/4 are also becoming involved by splitting math and literacy instruction, allowing teachers to act as subject-matter experts and go deeper in each area.

7. Policy Review:  Jennifer Keene
· No policies to review

8.Fundraising Committee: Updates
· The fundraising committee is coming together, with a meeting scheduled for 12 February.

9. Fun Fair: Updates
· Plans for the fun fair were discussed, including inflatables, laser tag, face painting, and a reptile bus. Pricing is being reviewed to ensure all activities fit within the budget; estimated cost is $2,800 for nine hours. 
· Food trucks will be invited, as in previous years. Logistics still to be confirmed include generator requirements and potential road closures.
· Cash and cheque donations will be the primary fundraising approach. It was discussed whether remaining pizza or experiential funds could be used to cover the cost of the shows (circa $2,300 remains)
· A motion was raised to allocate approximately $2,300 toward the reptile experience. Approved by Shawn Terpstra and Sarah Forbes. 

10. Hot Lunches: Updates shared by Jennifer Keene
· Suggested to reschedule Pizza lunch 17 February to Thursday 19 February

11.  Other Business: 
· Shrove Tuesday: Sarah Forbes will reach out to Hillary to explore options; alternatively, a Costco delivery (e.g., approximately 10 fruit trays (one per class + one for staff) was discussed. Pizza funds may be used to cover the cost. Sarah Becker and Sarah Forbes will discuss and follow up.

· Year-end teachers’ lunch: Proposed at approximately $15 per staff member, for an estimated total of $400.

Next Meeting Date:  Monday April 13th at 5pm

10. Closing Prayer: Our Father

11. Meeting Adjourned 



 
 
   

	

	


All CSAC meetings are held in the school library unless otherwise posted.  There must be a minimum of 5 parents/council members (Chair, Vice Chair (or Co-Chairs), Treasurer, Secretary and the chair or delegate from each committee and sub-committee) there in order for voting to be able to take place. 
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